
Elementary Observation Guiding Questions 
 
During Distance Learning in order to complete classroom 
observations as part of an initial or re-evaluation, we will need 
to tap into the observations that teachers (used broadly to 
include licensed and unlicensed staff) have made of students 
over the past several months.  The following questions are 
intended to be a guide and not a template.  In other words, 
they are meant to get the conversation started so as to 
describe a student’s performance in the classroom and the 
curriculum as best we can during this time.  The expectations 
would be to write a narrative summary from this conversation 
and these questions, not to simply write the question and 
answer in the evaluation report.   
 
Academic:  
Who to interview: Classroom teacher, case manager (yourself!), 
ADSIS teacher, any other interventionists if applicable 
 
Reading: 
Think about how the student approaches decoding words: Does 
he/she say the first sound and then guess?  Say all the sounds 
but cannot blend them?  Say sounds that do not correspond at 
all to the letters?  Can the student read words from the same 
family?  In other words can they memorize /at/ or /it/ and read 
the word if the first letter changes?  
 
Think about the student’s reading fluency: Does the student 
attempt to sound out all words?  Does the student read some 



words fluently but fluency is choppy because he/she must 
decode many words?  What would you say the percentage of 
words read fluently to words sounded out would be (i.e. 20% 
fluent/80% sounded out).  Have you seen the student 
read/know words at one time (within the same passage, from 
day to day) but cannot read them at another time?  Does this 
seem to happen more often when reading sight words or 
decodable words?   
 
Think about the student’s reading comprehension:   
At their independent reading level, how well can the student 
comprehend literal details: who, what, where etc?   Can he/she 
retell the passage with enough details and in the correct 
sequence to make sense to someone who hasn’t read it?  Can 
he/she make inferences from text at their independent reading 
level?  Can he/she make predictions from text at their 
independent reading level?  Have you seen any difference in 
the student’s comprehension of narrative versus informational 
text?   How would you describe the student’s listening 
comprehension?  Is their listening comprehension stronger, 
weaker, about the same as reading comprehension?   
 
Written Language: 
Think about how the student approaches encoding words: is 
the student’s spelling phonetic?  Is their spelling decodable and 
therefore readable even if not accurate?  Can you think of any 
specific sounds that the student can’t seem to encode?   
 



Think about the student’s written expression – writing 
sentences, paragraphs:  Think less about how it looks 
(capitalization, punctuation, maybe even spacing) and more 
about what the student is trying to say in their writing. Can the 
student write about a picture?  About something that they 
read?  About something that they heard?  About something 
they made up?  Are sentences complete?  Is there 
subject/predicate?  Are several thoughts strung together with 
/and/?  
 
Math: 
Think about the student’s foundational math skills:  How would 
you describe his/her number sense?  Can he/she tell you which 
number is bigger/smaller without visuals?  Can he/she tell you 
one less/one more without visuals/manipulatives?  Does the 
student understand place value?  Can he/she visually represent 
place value?  To what place (ones, tens, hundreds, thousands)? 
 
Think about the student’s calculation skills:  Can the student 
‘count on’ when doing addition?  i.e. start at 3 and count up 2 
to get to 5; or does he/she have to start at one count to 3 then 
count 2 more?  Can the student count backwards in order to do 
subtraction?  Does the student understand how to regroup 
when needed for addition and subtraction?  Does the student 
know how to multiply by counting groups?  In other words, 
does the student know that 3x2 is two groups of three and vice 
versa three groups of two?   
 



What about math fluency?:  Can the student solve math facts 
fluently, without counting/calculating each problem?  Addition 
to 10? To 20? Subtraction from 10? From 20?  Multiplication 
facts?  Division facts?  
 
Think about the student’s math problem solving skills:   
 


