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Welcome!

#DLW
#distancelearningwins



Ms Delacy, Mr Stratioti and Mr Davey - 
3 SuperStar Paraprofessionals at  Northern Lights Academy 

Quote - “Sensory Bags just help parents better understand or listen to what their child needs to help self regulate while 
trying to focus on schoolwork”  Mr. Stratioti



Nicholas Finifrock, HS Student Extraordinaire, 
Barnum HighSchool

Quote - “Because of this pandemic we often feel helpless.  Making masks for others was one way to feel like we could help”



Middle and High School Physical Education Teachers Make a weekly 
exercise video for regular and special ed students

20 min. 
YouTube videos



        Resources for You

NLSEC.org
Communications
COVID-19

Guidance Document





Student and Family Engagement-Google Form

54% 
response 

rate..keep 

‘em coming!
88% of respondents are at 70% or above with engagement



Alternatives to Worksheets
Write your name 5 times on this piece of paper or 
another material-whiteboard, chalkboard, window 
paint, etc.

• Walk around your house and copy 5 words from 
things you see.

• Count as high as you can three times. Have your 
parent write down the number each time you 
count on this paper and sign it when you are 
finished. Or for older kids-record it and send to 
your teacher

• Find 5 toys and line them up from biggest to 
smallest.

• Use the same 5 toys and sort them in a way that 
you choose.

• Read a book with someone who is with you. Tell the 
person the story again using the pictures.

• Help set the table for lunch, help make lunch or help 
clean-up after lunch

• Dance to some music, sing a song or play an 
instrument.

• Draw a picture of something that you liked doing 
today.

• Go outside and play for at least 20 minutes.

• Find something that you would like to do by yourself 
or with someone who is with you. Play for 20 minutes. 
(Ideas: building with blocks, working with playdough, 
pretend play, or cleaning something up)



For more 
learning grids 
and ideas, look at 
this document 
HERE

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=mde032071&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary


Summer-Everyone’s Favorite Topic Right Now!! B-2 
Summer services and ESY

■ Commissioner Ricker is the only one that can make decisions about school 
services that can happen in person and in buildings and at this point, she has not 
made any decisions about summer learning. 

■ ESY eligibility decisions still need to move forward in our COVID-19 era, made 
based on ESY criteria, rather than on the Distance Learning situation, which 
ALL students are in.  

■ When looking at ESY eligibility, it is based upon data collected during the 
school year, with hopefully a large portion collected prior to the school closure.

■ Similar to how we have suggested current IEP writing should occur (i.e. written 
as if school were in session), we are suggesting the same occur for ESY.

■ If you have a plan worked out with a family that includes distance work, it 
would be ok to write it that way as well-ESY isn’t monitored!



MA Billing of Telemedicine

○ PCA and Transportation services are not eligible to be billed during distance 
learning periods

○ NLSEC procedures are in place for districts to be able to bill eligible Speech, 
Audiology, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, School Psychologist and 
Nursing telemedicine services during distance learning periods. Telemedicine 
happens when health care services or consultations are provided while the child or 
youth is at one site and the licensed provider is at a distant site

○ Telemedicine includes eligible services provided through a secure two-way 
audio-visual platform for communication.  Services provided over the telephone 
(telephonic telemedicine) are also being allowed during these distance learning 
time.

○ Eligible providers in NLSEC districts were sent these instructions HERE and are 
posted on our website on how to complete telemedicine billing logs.   

https://www.nlsec.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_441775/File/Communications/COVID19/NLSECInstructionsCompletingTelemedicineMABillingMay12020.pdf


MDE Grading Guidance
Guiding Principles

Decision-makers must approach the creation of new assessment and 
grading systems with an equity mindset. The new systems must reflect an 
effort to confront and eradicate known inequities in the current system.

Even though this document includes a thorough list of considerations and 
options, it is our recommendation that a student should not be reported as a 
failure and retained or given an F during this unprecedented situation.

-Minnesota Department of Education 

Creating Equitable Grading Systems During COVID-19

Full Guidance 
Document here

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032631&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary


Data Collection and Progress Reporting
Do the best you can and tell your story in the progress 
reporting:

● What baseline data did you have when schools closed?  
Where is the student at when this is over? (Impact of this 
crisis on that student)

● Due to distance learning, we worked on the goal in this way 
instead and student performed….

● What’s the story about continuing to address the goal work 
and how will it adjust when schools are back in session?



Due Process Tips and Reminders
Decisions have to be case by case-what can be done now to prevent any 
unnecessary buildup of work in fall? 

HAVE to address new concerns with interventions...how can we help?

There are many ways evaluations can be completed.  Another thought..are test 
publishing companies giving advice on using them from a distance?  Remember to 
ask...do you need that particular assessment to get the job done??  When we 
come back...could we continue some of these practices?

Parents need notice of the plan, whether it’s a continuation or a pause.

People are doing a great job thinking these through and getting what they can 
done!



Guess What?  We are getting through 
this...day by day



What other questions do you have?


