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Purpose of Training

Districts use various methods for new 
employee orientation.  Minn. Stat. § 125A.08 
includes paraprofessional training 
requirements.  This training satisfies the 
required training for newly hired 
paraprofessionals.



Special Education           Description

     Is Is Not
Specialized instruction

Level of support

Planful and accountable

Extra help 

A place 

Solely determined by a 
diagnosis



Special Education            Process

Interventions in General Education
Evaluation

Collect Data, Determine Need, Determine Eligibility
There are 13 areas of eligibility in MN, these are most prevalent.
DCD  developmentally cognitively disabled

EBD  emotional/behavior disorder

OHD  other health disabilities

SLD specific learning disabilities 



Special Education            Process

Individual Education Plan (IEP)
Goals, Objectives, Services, Accommodations/Modifications

Progress Reporting

IEPs are written annually
Students receive a comprehensive evaluation at least every 
3 years



Roles and Responsibilities     (continued)

The role of the paraprofessional is to:
Reinforce
Re-teach
Behavior Management
Provide Curriculum Support
Follow the directives of the Case Manager, 
(which are developed by the IEP- which is a legal 
document.)



Roles and Responsibilities     (continued)

Follow the directives of the Case Manager,
● which are developed by the IEP
● which is a legal document
● direct parent to visit with Case Manager for all 

communication relating to the student
● confidentiality 

○ with your student
○ other students



Roles and Responsibilities     (continued)

Reinforce - to support
strengthen skills

strategies, methods-plans, approach, 
practice

implement accommodations/modifications



Roles and Responsibilities     (continued)

Behavior Management
safety
collect data



Independence

Your role is to empower students and enable 
them to increase their independence, in a 
manner that assists while not interrupting.



Roles and Responsibilities      summary

Provide appropriate support in the classroom
Follow directives of the teacher
Minimize distraction in the classroom
Clarify expectations with each teacher

Materials
Schedules



Confidentiality

Educational Records includes information that 
is directly related to a student kept in any 
recorded manner - including special education.
Personally Identifiable Information is 
information that is directly linkable that could be 
harmful if fallen into wrong hands (SSN, family, 
etc)



Confidentiality                    continued

Contact from county agency, attorney, etc.
     Do Not Respond.
      Inform Case Manager



Confidentiality                    continued

Protect your own boundaries.  Be wary of 
handing out your personal cell phone number, 
and discussing student information with 
parents.

Information regarding students and 
programming should be shared by the teacher.



Confidentiality                    continued

Pay attention to cell phone use, social media, 
emails, conversations with family and friends.

Preserve the rights of students by being aware 
of surroundings and visitors.

Be aware of “link-ability”.



Vulnerability

Vulnerability is defined as open to injury or 
attack.
How could a student identified as DCD be 
vulnerable?

How could a student identified as SLD be 
vulnerable?



Vulnerability

Be aware of physical, social, academic, and 
communicative vulnerability.

Make sure students’ voices are heard and 
rights upheld.



Vulnerability

Developing, practicing, and securing self 
advocacy skills is an effective strategy to 
overcome vulnerability.



Infinitec Modules

Follow up with Infinitec modules
Log-in
View online presentation
Take quiz
Submit quiz results to your building principal



Log-In               myinfinitec.org



Register    Use your District Name



Online Classroom:   (Resource)
Commonly Required Presentations



Commonly Required Presentations



View Videos-Roles and Responsibilties



View - Take Quiz - Review/Print 
Results



View Presentations

1. Mandated Reporting Child Abuse & Neglect  
[10:30 min]

2. Roles and Responsibilities of the                     
Paraprofessional by Richard Brown [21:53 min]

3. Student Confidentiality (FERPA)  [7:24 min]



Take Quiz

Take the quiz after viewing each presentation.  
Review quiz results, print, and submit to your 
building principal.

For further information:  www.nlsec.k12.mn.us
(218) 879-1283

http://www.nlsec.k12.mn.us

