Observation: Social Play

Student Name:
______________




Observer:
___________

Setting: 

______________




Observed for ___ minutes

Date: 


______________




Time: Start________
End____________





Directions: Prior to the observation session, randomly select 2-4 peers of the same gender as the target student.  At the top of each 15-second interval, observe the student and one of the peers, make a determination regarding their level of social interaction, and record your observation.  Rotate through the randomly selected peers for each interval. 

Abbreviated Key: I= Isolation, S= Solitary Play, PP= Parallel Play; PO= Playing with Others; O= Other
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Notes:

KEY: 
Isolation (I) = Student is not near any other kids and is not playing (i.e., walking the grounds or sitting alone). 

Solitary Play (S) = Student is at least 5 or more feet away from other children but appears to be playing (can be similar or different from other kids).

Parallel Play (PP) = Student is playing next to other children *can be playing something similar or something different but proximity within 5ft or less to other children 

Playing with Others (PO) = Student is clearly playing with other children (e.g. sports, on playground, tag, catch, 4 square, etc.)? 

Other (O) = Student is doing something other than the behaviors listed above (e.g., student is interacting with adults, student is en route to playing something else or with someone else).  Specify what the student was doing in the comments section.

Summary of Observation
	Social Play
	Target Student


	Peer(s)
	Total # of Intervals
	Percent for Subject
	Percent for Peer(s)

	Isolation (I)
	
	
	
	
	

	Solitary Play (S)
	
	
	
	
	

	Parallel Play (PP)
	
	
	
	
	

	Playing with Others (PO)
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (O)
	
	
	
	
	


Directions for deriving percentages: Divide the number of intervals in which the student was observed to engage in the specific social interaction types by the total number of possible intervals (80).  Multiply this number x100; the product is the student’s percent engaged in a specific activity.

