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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYG4sfXDbtM


Writing effective and compliant IEP Present Levels of 
Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (PLAAFP)
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 Writing effective and compliant IEP Goals and Objectives

Today we will focus on…….
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But first...

POP QUIZ!
How much do you know?
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(*Disability)
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1. Substitute
2. Guest
3. Stranger 
4. Visitor

stranger
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Student IEP Teams must address the impact 
of a student’s disability on his or her ability 
to learn and do the kinds of things that 
typical, non-disabled children learn and do. 
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They must also create a roadmap to that student's success in 
school.  Where’s the child heading this year? What will he or 

she work on, both academically and in terms of functional 
development? What does the IEP team feel the child can 
achieve by the end of the year–again, academically and 

functionally?
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REMEMBER!
The Golden Thread
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At least two!
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Present Levels of Academic 
Achievement and Functional 

Performance (PLAAFP)
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3525.2810 DEVELOPMENT OF INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM PLAN.  Subpart 1.
A."Individualized education program" or "IEP" means a written statement for each 
pupil that is developed, reviewed, and revised in a meeting in accordance 
with this part and that includes:

(1)a statement of the pupil's present levels of educational performance, 
including how the pupil's disability affects the pupil's involvement and 
progress in the general education curriculum, or for preschool pupils, as 
appropriate, how the disability affects the pupil's participation in 
appropriate activities;
(2)a statement of measurable annual goals, including benchmarks or short-term 
objectives, related to meeting the pupil's needs that result from the pupil's 
disability to enable the pupil to be involved in and progress in the general 
curriculum, and meeting each of the pupil's other educational needs that result 
from the pupil's disability;



1. What are the student’s present 
levels as related to the needs 
identified (ER or previous IEP)?

2. How does the disability impact 
involvement and progress in 
general education?
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PLAAFP Process



Must include...
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× Current levels of performance and be more than 
test scores

× Strengths and weaknesses, skills related to interests, 
standardized assessment, parent input, etc. 

× How the disability impacts progress and 
participation in the general education curriculum

× Compared to peers, degree of match from skills to expectations
× **Either the PLAAFP, Annual Goal or Short Term 

objective must have a measurable baseline starting 
point.

× Running records, mean length of utterances, wpm, number of 
times a behavior occurs



What’s functional performance?
× Generally refers to skills or activities 

that are not considered academic or 
related to a child’s academic 
achievement.

× Functional is often used in the 
context of routine activities of 
everyday living.
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Sample of compliance
× Sam knows many mechanical rules.  He 

correctly capitalizes and uses appropriate 
ending punctuation for all his sentences.  In a 
recent writing sample, he was unable to spell 
sight words such as could and respect as well 
as many of the shorter words (five words or 
less).  Due to his written expression difficulties, 
he will need to continue to work on spelling.  
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Infinitec Activity: 
Evaluating PLAAFPs



Understand the Difference 
between Current 
Performance and Baseline 
Data
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Short term and long term 
Goals and objectives
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3525.2810 DEVELOPMENT OF INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM PLAN.  
Subpart 1.

A."Individualized education program" or "IEP" means a written statement 
for each pupil that is developed, reviewed, and revised in a meeting in 
accordance with this part and that includes:

(1)a statement of the pupil's present levels of educational performance, 
including how the pupil's disability affects the pupil's involvement and 
progress in the general curriculum, or for preschool pupils, as 
appropriate, how the disability affects the pupil's participation in 
appropriate activities;
(2)a statement of measurable annual goals, including 
benchmarks or short-term objectives, related to meeting the 
pupil's needs that result from the pupil's disability to enable 
the pupil to be involved in and progress in the general 
curriculum, and meeting each of the pupil's other educational 
needs that result from the pupil's disability;



Prioritize the Needs
● More than 5 goals can be a lot to take on
● How can other needs be addressed?
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(MN)



Prioritize the Needs
● More than 5 goals can be a lot to take on
● How can other needs be addressed?
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Goals must...
× Be measurable

× Clear starting level and ending level
× Be addressed from the data in the PLAAFP
× Include at least two short term objectives 

which are used to demonstrate that the child 
is making progress toward the goal

× Be accomplished in one year
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Goals must...
× Academic and functional annual goals must 

meet all of the student’s needs that result 
from his or her disability as documented in the 
most recent ER and IEP

× Post secondary goals will drive the annual 
goals and transition activities

× Annual academic and functional goals drive 
the services in the IEP

34



Of special note
× Using “age appropriate” and “grade level” are 

not measurable unless the IEP clearly 
describes what this means

× Examples of describing grade level may 
include specific curriculum used by the 
district or Lexile measures that can be 
reviewed in order to understand the student 
level
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Things to remember
× Goals need to be related to specialized 

instruction not something that is expected of 
all students (attendance, passing state 
assessments, earning credits)

× If the student has trouble in the above areas, 
consider what is causing the problem as an 
area to address
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Tori will decrease her verbal outbursts 
(yelling, arguing or crying) that result in a 
disruption to instruction from an average 
of 3 per hour to 2 or less per day
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Sample of Compliance



When given a 3 paragraph writing 
assignment, Martha will include a topic 
sentence and at least 3 supporting details 
and progress from 50% to 85% in writing 
mechanics.  
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Sample of Compliance
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Benchmarks to determine the student is on 
track to reaching their goal!
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Objectives
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Practice Makes Perfect!
MDE Case Study: 

Chase



Thanks!
Any questions?

Call the Coop!
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