
Modifications, Supplemental Aids and 
Services 
A Fact Sheet from the Minnesota Disability Law Center  

This fact sheet is intended as a brief introduction to the educational rights of students with 
disabilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. This information does not 
constitute legal advice as each student's case is different, and the law is constantly subject to 
change. This fact sheet concerns only Minnesota and federal law and may not be valid in other 
states. 

1. What are supplemental aids and services? 

Supplemental aids and services are any aids, services, or other supports that enable a student to 
participate in the regular classroom, to progress in the general curriculum, and to achieve the 
goals and objectives stated in the student's IEP.1 Supplemental services and modifications can 
assume many forms depending on the nature and severity of the student's disability. Some 
examples of supplemental aids and modifications are listed at the end of this fact sheet. 

2. When modifications (supplemental aids and services) are necessary for a student, must 
they be included in the IEP? 

Yes. Any modification or change to the regular program that is necessary for the student to 
participate in the general curriculum should be described in the IEP. This could include 
modifications to the regular classroom, recess periods, lunch, transportation, physical education, 
statewide testing, extracurricular activities, or vocational education.2 

3. What are some examples of supplemental aids and services? 

The following are examples of students who could receive supplemental aids and services in 
school: 

 A student with a specific motor or learning problem could have lengthy handwritten 
assignments shortened, or use a tape recorder for assignments, or have access to a 
computer to complete the necessary assignments.  

 A student who has difficulty transitioning from class to class may be provided a 
paraprofessional to assist with transition times.  

 A student who has difficulty reading could have assignments, reports, or tests shortened, 
modified, read or computerized.  

 A student who has difficulty hearing or seeing may be seated in a certain part of the 
classroom. 

4. What are some examples of curriculum modifications? 



 Materials can be shortened, modified, or replaced with another assignment or activity.  
 Tests can be presented and given in a variety of ways (oral, written).  
 For the purpose of grading, the value of daily assignments and exams can be altered to 

suit the child's level of academic performance.  
 Assistive technology devices and services can be provided to modify a part of or the 

entire curriculum. 

5. Is language such as "curriculum will be modified as needed" adequate to address this 
area of need for a student in the IEP? 

No. The IEP team needs to address and describe those areas of curriculum that need to be 
modified, how they will be modified, and by whom. In other words, *he IEP should describe a 
comprehensive process for considering and implementing necessary modifications rather than 
simply describing individual modifications. 

6. Can the grading system of a district or a specific teacher be modified? 

Yes. As with other modifications, the team should discuss the appropriateness of the standard 
grading system and include modifications to it, if any are appropriate, in the IEP. 

7. What if an individual teacher, the team, or the district refuses to modify or provide the 
necessary supplemental aids and services? 

If supplemental aids and services are mentioned in the IEP but not provided, the school is 
violating state and federal law. The parent or a student aged 18 or older has a variety of dispute 
resolutions/procedures available to them.  

8. Can local district discipline and attendance policies be modified? 

Yes. The district must provide a copy of the discipline policy to the parents. The team should 
review the discipline policy and determine those areas to be modified based on the needs of the 
student. The areas to be modified should be described in detail in the IEP. 

9. What are some examples of modifications of the discipline and attendance policies? 

 A specific behavior plan can be developed and included in the IEP with a statement 
indicating that it replaces the standard school discipline policy.  

 If a student is frequently truant from school, the policy for suspension and truancy could 
be modified to include a consequence in school rather than out of school.  

 If a student has Tourette's Syndrome and one of his tics is swearing, the policy for 
swearing should be modified.  

 If a student has a chronic health condition and frequently misses school, the team should 
address the modifications and accommodations that will be necessary for the student, to 
continue learning at a steady pace (such as home tutoring, distance learning, etc.). 



10. How do all of the staff know what the modifications or supplemental aids and services 
are for the student? 

The district is responsible to inform all teachers and service providers of the student of each of 
their specific responsibilities in implementing the IEP. This includes all of the specific 
accommodations and modifications that are in the IEP. All of the teachers and service providers 
of the student must have access to a copy of the IEP.3 

11. Who decides what the supplemental aids and supports, including modifications, are for 
the student? 

The IEP team is to discuss the student's participation and progress in the general curriculum. If 
there are supports, modifications or adaptations necessary for the student to be successful in the 
general curriculum, then the team decides and describes them in the IEP. The classroom teacher 
is an essential team member in this process, because he/she is generally the most knowledgeable 
about the general curriculum and the student's ability to progress in the general curriculum with 
or without modifications.  

12. Where can I get ideas of modifications for my student? 

Attached to this handout are a variety of suggestions. Each team member, including the student 
and parent, should come prepared to offer suggestions and ideas based on the student's needs that 
would help the student be successful. 

13. In summary, what is the best way to think about modifications and the use of 
supplemental aids and services? 

They must be based on the specific educational needs of the student. They must modify or alter 
the general curriculum, including school district policies. The purpose of these modifications is 
to allow students with disabilities to be included in regular activities of the school. Any 
modifications must be in writing and included in the IEP (modifications are usually referred to as 
"Adaptations" in Minnesota IEP forms). 


