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HiGh School ColleGe

High school is mandatory and usually free.  College is voluntary and expensive. 

Your time is structured by others. You manage your own time. 

You can count on parents and teachers to remind 
you of your responsibilities and to guide you in 
setting priorities. 

You must balance your responsibilities and 
set priorities. You will face moral and ethical 
decisions you have never faced before. 

Each day you proceed from one class directly to 
another, spending 6 hours each day--30 hours a 
week--in class. 

You often have hours between classes; class 
times vary throughout the day and evening and 
you spend only 12 to 16 hours each week in class 

Most of your classes are arranged for you. 
You arrange your own schedule in consultation 
with your advisor. Schedules tend to look lighter 
than they really are. 

You are not responsible for knowing what it takes 
to graduate. 

Graduation requirements are complex and differ 
from year to year. You are expected to know those 
that apply to you and work with an advisor.

GOING TO HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES SUCCEEDING IN COLLEGE CLASSES

The school year is 36 weeks long; some classes 
extend over both semesters and some don’t.

The academic year is divided into two separate 15-
week semesters, plus a week after each semester for 
exams.

You do most of your studying in class, with homework 
as a back-up.

You do most of your studying outside of class (at least 
2 to 3 hours outside of class for each hour in class) 
with lectures and other class work as a guide.

You are provided with textbooks at no expense.

You need to budget substantial funds for textbooks, 
which will usually cost more than $300 each 
semester. Textbooks must be bought promptly (before 
the bookstore returns unpurchased copies).

You are expected to read short assignments that are 
then discussed, and often re-taught, in class.

You are assigned substantial amounts of reading and 
writing which may not be directly addressed in class.
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HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS COLLEGE PROFESSORS

 Teachers check your completed homework.
Professors may not always check completed 
homework, but they will assume you can perform the 
same tasks on tests.

Teachers approach you if they believe you need 
assistance.

Professors are usually open and helpful, but most 
expect you to initiate contact if you need assistance.

Teachers are often available for conversation before, 
during, or after class.

Professors expect you to attend their scheduled office 
hours.

Teachers provide you with information you missed 
when you were absent.

Professors expect you to get any missed notes from 
your classmates.

Teachers often write information on the board to be 
copied in your notes.

Professors may lecture nonstop, expecting you to 
identify the important points in your notes. 

Teachers often take time to remind you of 
assignments and due dates.

Professors expect you to read, save, and use the 
course syllabus (outline).

TESTS IN HIGH SCHOOL TESTS IN COLLEGE

Testing is frequent and covers small amounts of 
material. 

Testing is usually infrequent and may be cumulative, 
covering large amounts of material. 

Makeup tests are often available. 
Makeup tests are seldom an option; if they are, you 
need to request them. 

Teachers frequently rearrange test dates to avoid 
conflict with school events. 

Professors in different courses usually schedule tests 
without regard to the demands of other courses or 
outside activities. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION  IN HIGH SCHOOL DISABILITY SERVICES IN COLLEGE

(IDEA) Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act

504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

(FAPE) Free and Appropriate Public Education (ADA) Americans with Disabilities Act 

Behavior can be viewed as a manifestation of the 
disability.

Student must meet essential educational, behavioral, 
and other standards.

Accommodations and modifications are 
communicated to the teachers by the case manager.

Students must request accommodations and provide 
professional documentation. Modifications are not 
available.

Services are delivered to the student
Students must request services at the college’s 
disability services office.

The school informs the parents of the student’s 
progress.

The school cannot communicate with the parents 
without the student’s permission.

The case manager and/or parent act as the student’s 
advocate.

The student is their own advocate.

Services may include individually designed 
instruction, curriculum modifications and 
accommodations based upon the IEP.

Only reasonable accommodations are available based 
on professional documentation.

There are regular meetings to discuss the student’s 
progress.

Students are responsible to monitor their own 
progress and seek assistance as needed.

Personal care, assessment, and physical therapy are 
provided by the school.

Students are responsible for personal service and 
care as well as medical and related requirements.
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Observation by Student Weak Average Strong Comments

Written Expression

Reading Comprehension

Math Skills

Oral Expression

Listening Comprehension

Study Skills

Organizational Skills

Memory

Knowledge of Strength/
Weakness

Self Advocacy Skills

Goal Orientation/Motivation

Observation by Parent Weak Average Strong Comments

Written Expression

Reading Comprehension

Math Skills

Oral Expression

Listening Comprehension

Study Skills

Organizational Skills

Memory

Knowledge of Strength/
Weakness

Self Advocacy Skills

Goal Orientation/Motivation
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Observation by Teacher Weak Average Strong Comments

Written Expression

Reading Comprehension

Math Skills

Oral Expression

Listening Comprehension

Study Skills

Organizational Skills

Memory

Knowledge of Strength/
Weakness

Self Advocacy Skills

Goal Orientation/Motivation




